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Afghans held at Guantanamo will 
be sent to home country 

By Steven Komarow, USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON —- The Bush administration agreed 
Thursday to transfer up to 1 1 Afghan inmates from 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to their home country, the 
biggest single step yet toward reducing the population of 
Mivatut the prison camp. 
Health home 
MMicM resour^^^^^ The deal comes as some members of Congress are 

Heaith infQrmation pressing the Bush administration to close the 
Edltormmpmmn ^^^^^^"^^ ^^f "• "^^^ f^^'fV was binlt after the Sept. 
11 attacks and the invasion of Afghanistan to hold 
bd/OaMm suspects in the war on terrorism. Sens. Edward 

Columnists Kennedy, D-Mass., Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and others 

Cartoons say the prison has become a recruiting tool for anti- 
wjA^^ rioui^: American terrorist groups because it has gained a 
Top news briefs reputation for cruelty. 

Nation briefs 

World briefs Matthew Waxman, deputy assistant secretary of Defense 

" - - ^ - ^ for detainee affairs, said the agreement was not a 

States prelude to closing the Guantanamo prison. However, he 

Lotteries said the administration hopes to make simitar 

By the nyj^^gf-s arrangements with other countries. "We, the United 

Special reports States, don't want to be the world's jailer," he said. 

Day in. pictures 

Snap shots The arrangement is the result of weeks of talks that 
Offbeat followed a visit to Washington in May by Afghan 
~^^^QQ President Hamid Karzai. During the visit. President Bush 
-^ 't turned down Karzai's request to take custody of Afghan 

Talk Today citizens being held by U.S. forces, including the 110 at 
iViarkctpiacv; Guantanamo and about 350 at a U.S. facility in 
Real estate Afghanistan. 

Arcade 
Newspaper Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said in June that 
CJasMieds the United States doesn't want to hold detainees at 

~ Guantanamo but couldn't send them home because their 
countries lack proper holding facilities. Under the terms 
of the new arrangement, the United States will help 
Afghanistan build prison space to hold the men, as welt 
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as train the guards. The Afghan govemment will "ensure 
that they do not pose a continuing threat," but it will have 
full authority to release detainees as it sees fit, Waxman 
said those terms could be replicated in other agreements. 

The United States has transferred more than 200 Guantanamo detainees to about a 
dozen countries, some for continued incarceration and others for release. The Afghan 
transfers, which would take place as prison space becomes available, would cut the 
current population of about 510 by about a fifth. Besides Afghans, the prison's largest 
groups are Saudis and Yemeni. 

Air Force Maj. Todd Vician, a Pentagon spokesman, said the agreement does not alter 
the U.S. position that Guantanamo's detainees are dangerous. "Don't confuse transfer 
with release," he said. 

Vician said the timing will depend on when Afghanistan is ready to take the detainees. 
Karzai has complained of mistreatment of the detainees and has said most were not 
terrorists. 

Karzai's spokesman, Karim Rahimi, told the Associated Press in Kabul that the 
agreement means all Afghans held by the U.S. military wilt be transferred. 

However, the joint declaration says only that "many" detainees will be transferred, 
giving the United States flexibility to keep considered especially dangerous or who 
might still provide valuable information. 
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